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EAGLES Vols. 12 bound. Very good condition. 
I st vol. signed by f ran k Hampson £850. 
(Might consider splitting fr om Vol . 5.) 

Huge Stocks of MAGN ETS, GEMS, UNION JACKS, 

NELSON LEES, POPULAR S and most Old Boys' papers. 

JUST IN! Single issues of Pre-War ROVER and WIZARD 

£3.00 each. 

I still have a number of bound vo lumes. These are c heap 

as some have eith er missin g copie s, or are minus ori ginal 

co vers - GEMS, MAGNETS, UNION JACKS, SCHOOLBOYS' 
OWN LIBRARIES, BOYS' FRI END LIBRARIES. 

GOLDHAWK E LIBRARY: Bound and unbound. 

Severa l co llecti ons of MONSTER LIBRARY, inc luding 

one bound vo lum e. 

All Howard Baker facsim i les and Book Club Spec ials 

in st ock. 

Y our want s, plea se. A visit is wor th whil e i f you can 

make it. Please 'phone fir st.. Vis itors most welcome. 

Weekdays, evenin gs - or weekends (af te rnoon s only ). 

NORMAN SH AW 

84 Bel vedere Road, 
Upper Norw ood, London, SE 19 2HZ. 

Tel: 0 I 77 ll 9857 

Nearest sta t ion is B.R. Crys t al Palace 
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THE EDITOR'S CHAT 

CARRY ON WRITING! 

Like many another Editor , I am using my 'col umn' to thank 

you for all your interesting and extreme ly encouraging letters, which , 

alas, I ca nnot acknowledge individually . Howeve r, I love to receive 

them, and hope they will continue to plop vigorously through my 

letterbox. And, of course , your artic les! Pl,~ase don ' t feel 

disco uraged if your contribut ion does not quickly appear in print, 

because even after se veral weeks it may still find its way into the 

C.D. Or - if it is on the longer side - it might have to wai t in 

the wings until it ca n burst into the limeli ght in our next Ann ual ! 
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Short items, incide ntally, are much appreciated, because we like 
our little monthly magazine to offer a wide variety of articles about 
the old books and papers, and allied subjects . 

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD! 

The grub-guzzling of Billy, Sammy and Bessie Bunter is notorious, 
but, even without the depredations of this larger than life family, 
comestibles played an important part in the story-papers . Our heroes 
and heroines would participate with relish in cosy study teas after 
the rigours of football or hockey on some frozen field; or they would 
idle away a hot and happy halfer by picnicking at the Old Priory, 
on Popper's Island or some other attractively shaded spot . The comics 
too of the 1930's and 40s often showed Weary Wlllie and Tired Tim, 
Laurel and Hardy, and other terrific twosomes tucking into moun
tainous and mouth-watering meals. 

That such moments were enjoyed by readers is emphasized by 
letters from several of you who, vividly remembering Dolly Jobling' s 
culinary efforts, were delighted that we recently printed her treacle
toffee recipe in one of Margery Woods' Cliff House articles. (No 
one, however, has written to say that he or she has tried and tested 
this - although at the Bloxham William convention in April, several 
people were brave enough to sample licorice -water, just like th e 
brew imbided by Richmal Crompton's juvenile desperado, which an 
enthusiast had producedt) 

All very frivilous, of course - but a wonderful thing about re
reading youthful fiction is that, without any fear of getting fat, 
we can through its page s eat what we Hke, when we like and with 
whom we like. We can share cream-buns with Morcove's Naomer 
Nakara ("Oo - gorjus !"), or, in the company of Harry Wharton 8i 
Co., 't eai at Uncle Clegg ' s, Mrs. Mimble's - or Chunkleys - which 
is where one of our contributors invltes C.D. readers to go this month . 
Have a good feed! 

MARY CADOGAN 
****************************************************************** 
Many early Magnets, taped, 30p each. Buffalo Bill Library £1.00. 
Sunny stories £1.00. Schoolgirls' Own Library £1.00 . Billy Bunter 
Paperbacks £1,00. Many C.D.s fronn 1955, 20p each. Taped Nelson 
Lees 50p each . 
S.A.E. OLYMPUS, 1 CARTBRIDGE CLOSE, WALTON-ON-NAZE, 
ESSEX, CO 14 8QJ . 
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June 1937. 

It has been a Red-Letter month in the Fourpenny Libraries. 

fn fifty years time, when I'm a very old fogey, r sha ll look back 

and say, with a sign: "Ah! Jun e 1937t What a Month to Reme mber 

in the Fourpenny Librari es. " 
And the kids, in those days - poor nitwits - will ogle and 

say ''What on earth is a Fourpenny Library?'' The poor lot won't 

know what they 've missed . 
First of all, the Sexton Blake Library. Raffles has been intro

duced into a story and it 's a lovely one. Raffles is a gentleman 

crjcketer who is a lso a skilfu l cracks man, and he has a pal named 

Bunny Manders . And they come into contest with Sexton Blake 

and Tinker. 
Raf fies was crea ted a long time ago by a writer named Hornung 

My brother Doug, who likes to sound pompous, says the new story 

ls chronologically inacurate, And when I told him I didn't speak 

Hindustani he explained that Raffles' place is at the turn of the 

ce ntur y. He might have been opposing Sherlock Holmes, but he 

couldn't be versus Sexton Blake. I said "Nuts~ It's a lovely story." 

And so it is, a lthough J don't like it generally when one writer 

uses somebody else's creation. 
The sto ry is entitled "Raffle s versus Sexton Blake" and it 

is by Barry Perowne. The editor says there wi II be more yarns 

introducing Raf fie s. 
Mum says she rem em ber s a lovel y film a few years ago with 

Ronald Colman as Raffles, and Dad says he can remember a fine 

silent film with John Barrymore as Raffles. 
Some marvellous tales in the Schoolboys' Own Library. "Bunt er 

of Bunt er Court" is terrific - a summer holiday tale in which Bunter, 

by trickery, gets hold of a man sion - Comberrnere Lodge - let 
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Rllffll§N. 
SEXTON 
8lAKI 

By 
BARRY 

PEROWNE. 
A thrlning F.tory or myRtcry nod dcteet:ivc 11tlvcnturo, featuring for tho first 

time tho famoti."l private Investigator ol: Dllkcr fitrec-t, Lond on, W. , w ith H10 
mo!lt y:rpulnr gt r1tl11m11u cr "~~ r11'11, r..Ai'FLF.S, In opJ'(ls i!il)n, 

(Wil /1 ucknow/ ,,dr111 .. .,, , to tl :e' la te E. W. HOnNUNG.) 

furni shed, with se r van ts, for 3 month s. Bunt er changes it s name to 

Bunt e r Court, an d invite s all his pal s. The contr ivanc e in th is one 

is br e athtaking . 
And St . Jim' s is a t it s bes t in "Raising the Wind'1• All stoney 

brok~, the junior s open , the St. J im' s te a-s hop, and a ll goes well 

till they get Wynn aod Tr imble as cust omers, ea ting as much as the y 

like for a shilling. Then all goes bust . Fina lly, in some simpl y 

gor ge ous cha pter s, we have Gussy tr ying to ra ise money by put tin g 

his go ld t ic ker up the spout. He goes in the pawnbrok er' s shop 

and asks "Pway, where is the spout?" 
Also in the S.O.L. a St . F ra nk' s tale "The Schoolmast e r Spy", 

with Mr. He alth, the mas ter of the Remove , bei ng comp e lled to 

play the part of a spy in order to save himself from disgrace . 
Anoth er simp ly splendid Rio Kid se t of ta les in the Boys' Friend 

Libr a ry under the t it le "The Out law Rancher" . The Kid, for a t ime, 

acquires a ranch and runs it . 



And, also in the B.F.L., is "King 
of the Islands" a set of South Seas 
stories about famous Ken King up 
against Bully Samson, the notorious 
bla ck birder, pirate s and rogues. 

A wonderful month in the 
Libraries. 

In real life, the ex-King, now 
Duke of Windsor, has got married 
in France to Mrs. Wallis Simpson . 

And ''Mid-Da y Sun" has won 
the Derby. 

In Modern Boy the latest Len 
Lex series has ended. 

In "The Man from Scot land Yard" 
fol lowed by_ "Pie.' s Master-stroke" 
we complete the series about the 
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Bank Robber who was actually Mr. Egerton Young, a master at 
Oakshott School. And that brought good-bye to the Schoolboy 
detective, for the time being. 

Also in Modern Boy, a new Captain Justice series is going 
strong. The first tale of the new series is "The Wreck of Titanic 
Tower". An earthquake brlngs down the mile-high tower into the 
sea, taking Justice and Co. with it . 

Then ''900 fathons Downil in which Justice and Co. try to 
win back the secrets from the wreck of Titanic Tower. Next, 
"Trapped in the Depths" in whlch Justice & Co. face the prospect 
of never seeing daylight again. 

Followed by "The Black Raider" which is a g1~eat black flying 
boat with a lot of men aboard who intend to tiry to scoop the 
wealth of the Titanic Tower. These Justice tales are very far 
fetched, but they hold the interest. 

In M.B., at the end of the month, a new Biggies serial started, 
''Biggies' Treasure Island". There is also a motor racing series 
by Kaye Campson, an air se ries by George E. Rochester about 
Scotty and his pals of the Secret Squadron, plus a railway series 
featuring the Wiper Crew. 

The big Wimbledon Tennis fortnight has pro,vided plenty of 
excitement for those who follow tenni s. The Women's Singles 
champion is Dorothy Round who beat a Polish girl. The Men's 
Singles was won by J.D. Burge of U.S.A. who beat Von Cramm 
of Germany. So Wimbledon is over for another year. 
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A ll through the month a special series has been running in 

the Gem. Each sto ry stars a representat ive of one of the countri es 

of th e Br iti sh Isles. 
I n t he first stor y of t he month we had K il dare for Ire l and, 

t he yarn being ent itl ed "He Woul dn't Sell His Side" . It introduces 

Kildare's cousin, Micky Kildare, who is a Pil ot-Off icer in the R.A.F . 

He has got himself into a muddl e with a bookm aker named Spooner 

- a bit of a rascal . Micky owes t he man £50. He co mes to the 

St . Jim' s Captain for help, but Kildare can't ra ise th e money on 

t he spot . But Spoon er has been ta kin g bets on a cricket matc h 

between St. Jim' s Fir st Eleven and Lanchester. Spooner suggest 

that he will forget Micky's debt if Kilda re will make sure tha t St. 

Jim ' s loses the match. 
The next tale stars Fatty Wynn for Wales. 

to be breaking bounds, and he cuts the cricket. 
to be singing at a low music hal l, the Wayland 

he has done it to help his father's chauffeur's son, 
Evan Jones. 

Fatty is fo und 
He is discovered 

Palace. Actually 
a youngster named 

This story is entit led "The Way of a Welshman". 
The th ir d tale , perhaps the best of th e four, is "A Son of 

Scotland " and stars Kerr. Figgins is accused of stealing a banknote 

bel on gin g to Mr . Rat cliff . Kerr is somet hing of a det ect ive, and 

clea rs up the matter . The real thief was Craik of the Six th a new 

name to me. 
Finally Tom Merry represented England in "The Bulldog Breed". 

Out of bounds, Tom Merry goes to th e aid of a Maj or St r inger, 

and then clears off without wa i ting to be thanked. Me l lish c laims 

to have been th e hero . 
There has been an interesting old Magnet tale ser ial ised at 

the back of the Gem this month. It is "Bunt er the Ventr il oquist ". 

It sur prise d me for I always thought th at ventriloqu ism is a natur a l 

gi ft . But Bunter takes lessons in the art, is unsuccessful at first, 

bu t fina ll y become a remarkably fi ne ventriloquist. 
On e day Mum and r went to Brixton to have a few hours with 

an o ld fr iend of Mum' s in Br ixton . lt is a nice part of London with 

Jots of big houses and th e L. C.C. trams going up and down the main 

street . There is also a nice open air market, and some cine mas. 

The re are two very ni ce live theatres. I wou ld have liked t o go 

to the Brixton Theatre where they had a thril ler pl ay enti tled ''Ladies 

in Retir ement", but th is was a once nightly theatre, which would 

be t oo late for us. so we went to the New Empr ess Theatre, which 

is twic e night ly, and saw a lovely revue . It was Nat Mill s and Bobbie 

in a revue ent itled "We' ve A r r ived. " 



Page 9 

At the local cinemas we have seen "Chinat Clipper" which 

starred Humphr ey Bogart and Pat O'Brien. 
One we very much liked was Gary Cooper and Jean Arthur 

in "The Plainsman", a love ly western about Wild Bill Hickok, Buffalo 

Bill, and Ca lamity Jane. Very amusing was Will Hay in "Good 

Morning, Boys'1. Then we had Gary Cooper again, this time with 

Madeleine Carroll in "The General Died at Dawn", a fairly good 

t hriller set in China . 
A great favourite of min e was "Tarzan Escapes" with Johnie 

Winklemuscle (l don't think I've spelt it right) and Maur een 

O'Sullivan. 
One I quite enjoyed was ''Cain and Mabel" starr ing Clark Gable 

and Marion Davies, about a prizefighter, and with, a bit out of 

pl ace in this film, severa l songs. 
One that bored me to tears was "Go West, Young Man", 

starring Mae West and Randolph Scott . I th ink Mae West wrote 

this one herself. She should stick to acting . 
A littl e while ago a small girl named Mon a Tinsley disappeared, 

and a man named Nodder was charged with her abduction and sent 

to prison. The judge told Nodder that one day the little gir l' s 

body · would be found and then Nodder would fac,e an even more 

serious charge . Now the body of the child has been found in the 

River Idle. I thi nk that is somewhere in the Midlands. 
And last but not least I come to the marvellous Magnet. 

The feud is going on between the Greyfriars boys and the Cliff 

Hou se girls. I am not all that keen on tales which introduce the 

Cliff House girls, but th is one is an exceptionally good series . First 

of the month is entitled "The Boy Who Wouldn't Split". He is Bob 

Cherry. The girls believe that Bob served them a. dirty trick, and 

they're out to get their own back . Their action lands Bob in serious 

trouble with the Head of Greyfriars. But Bob would rather take 

what' s coming to him tha n spl it on the gir ls. 
Next comes ''On the Track of the Trickster". The boys are 

sure that Ponsonby of highcli ffe caused the friction between them 

and Cliff House, but the girls don't believe it. Jt is Mauleverer, 

the lazy lord who was born tired, who takes a hand to get the 

truth out of Ponsonby and end the feud. 
To wind up the month, a couple of especially good tales 

starring Bunter. In "Bunter on the Spot " there was a £50 reward 

for a smash-and-grab man. And Bunter had the clue, and earned 

the reward. Then, in the sequel , "Bill y Bunter's Windfall", several 
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different fellows find "rich" Bunt er 
chap. But at the end he surprises 
his mother so that she can hav e a 
pa ir of tale s. 

a very 
us all 

holiday 

attractive and handsome 
by ta king the money to 
in Bournemouth . A rare 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ERIC FAYNE comments on th is month's "DANNY'S DIARY". 

s . o . L. No. 301 "Bunter: of Bunter O::mrt " cc;mpr ises the first section of 
the 8-story Bunter Court series which had formed th e summer ser i es in distant 
1925. It is impossible to fathqn why this series had been held over for so lo ng 
before its reprinting in the s.o .L. The ser ies could easily have formed 3 is sues 
of the monthly, yet it was heavily pruned and squeezed into 2 issues. Why DID 
they CX) these things? 

By contrast S.O.L. No. 302 "Rais ing the Wind" canprises th e 3-sto ry 
"St . Jim ' s Tuck-shop" series of the S1.lllll\e r of 19 22 , and f i ts beautifu ll y in to 
the medium. The brill i ant little episode of Gussy in the pawnshop is a class ic 
of its kind . The Rio Kid story in the B. F. L . "The Outl aw Rancher" caire 

originally fran the Popular, and had been repr i n t ed in 1932 in the B. F .L . 
The United Kingdan series which ran throughout June 193 7 had originally 

appeared in the Spring of 1915. The editc,r in troduced it as a kind of contes t 
to see which of the four countries sold the h i ghest number of extra copies for 
the wee k of its particular story . The resul t was announced some .rronths la te r 
in 1915 , and Englan d , not unexpectedly, came f irst wi th an i ncrease of about 
20,000 copies . 

For sane reason , the Welsh and Scotch stories were repr i nted in revers e 
order in 1937. The opening story of the S€?ries was "He Wouldn't Sell His Side" 
i n 1937 . It had been "Kildare for St . Jim ' s" in 1915 . In 1915, the rath er 
racketty cous in , Micky Kildar e, had just jo ined "Kit che ner's ar.my" and might 
arrive at the school in khaki. In 1937 he was desc r ibed as a Pil ot Officer in 
the R . A. F., which was a bit f ar -fetched . 

"The Way of a Welshman" of 1937 had been "A Hero of wal es" in 1915, wi th 
Fatty Wynn representin g Wales . "A Son of Scot land '' in 1937 ha d appeared llllder 
the sane title in 1915, with Kerr starrin g f or Scotland. 

"The Bulldog Breed" of 1937 had been "Tom Merry for Engl and " in 1915 . 
Actually ther e is nothing outstandin g or memorable about these stories , though 
they were canpetently written, like a ll HallTlilt on •s stories. I n fact , by 19 15 
the Gem had passed its heyday, though it was to have another gl or iou s period 
(the Indian Sumner of the Gem, as Roger Jeinkins once so aptly described it ) in 
the early twenties. 

"Raffles" was made into a film at le a,st four time s - t wice in silent da ys 
and twice with sound . We played the two ta lkin g vers i ons in the Small Ci nema.; 
Ronald Colman in an excellent and pop ular version in the early thirties, and, 
sane ten years later , w.i th David Ni ven a s "Raffles'' . The Niven film was less 
successful , and was not helped by being up-da .ted . 
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A LATE CONVERT AND LAMENT By Len Wormull 

'Sorry to hear you have read only two of my Conquest 
novels. And what about Victor Gunn? There are 
between 30 and 40 of these books in the libraries. 
How come? ... Thanking you for your keen interest in 
my past work.' 

So wrote E.S. Brooks to a St. Frank's hobbyilst back in the 
'fifti es '. The mild rebuke was perhaps understandablle. Having long 
thrown off the shackles of the Nelson Lee - a none too happ y 
relationship by al I accounts - Brooks was loth to look back on the 
old days. He said as much himself: 'I am fa r too busy writing 
books about Norman Conquest and Chief Detective Inspector Cromwell 
to spare any time for anything else (a reference to more St. Frank's). 
It is a change that does not appeal to you, but ,3.S far as I am 
concerned, it is for the better'. 

As indeed it was. His success with the Victor Gunn and 
Berkeley Gray books is now history. They were 01nce widely read 
by library users, among others, and if I remember anything about 
them it was that Gray was out-Gunned by his partner, so to speak. 
Maybe Ulverscroft printed more of one than the other. If I use 
the past tense it's because a sad development has taken place in 
my neck of the woods. G. & G. have completely vanished from 
the shelves, along with their famo us detectives. Long years of 
handling has seemingly taken it s toll. Enquiries showed that Berkeley 
Gray is no longer in print, while only six Victor Gunn titles are 
still published. 

Contrary to what might appear, r am no expert on these authors; 
in fact, I could well be the odd man out. It seems to have been 
the ''done thing" among Lee-ites to embrace the duo, and I salute 
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their loya lt y. (I believe our own J ac:k Murtagh had a book dedicated 
to him.) My alleg iance co Brooks niever straye d beyond the Nelson 
Lee and St. Frank's . Foolishly, perhaps, l stuck with my boyhood 
memories. Only now have I caught the bug , and it came by way 
of a secondhand bo oks hop. There on a shelf, nestling together, were 
two Victor Gunn paperbacks; "Death at Traitor ' s Gate", and "Murder 
at the Motel" . On another, a slim hardback by Berkel ey Gray: "Duel 
Murder" . At lOp each how could I forsake my boyhood idol? My 
estimation of Brooks rose at a bound . Polished, racy, intriguing, 
adult - what a true prof essional he was . Something you have known 
all along, of course. A desire for more took me to the librarie s ... and 
disappointment. 

Tru e, in the highly competitive world of crime fiction there' s 
plenty more fish in the sea . To say nothing of the old dependables: 
Chr istie, C handl er, Charteris, Innes, Ellery Queen, Sayers, Wallace. 
Even the odd Rex Stout, a Brook s ' favourite. But I did rather like 
old Ironside s Crom well of the Yard, and that Gay Desperado chap, 
Norman Conquest. Oh well, no doubt we' II meet again sometime . 

ABOUT ST. FRANK'S By J im Cook 

A very deal'. friend who loved to rea d the stories of St . Fran k ' s, and who 
is no longer with us has alwa ys puzz l ed me with he.r hatred of the Moor View 
School for Young Ladies ' characters in the N:EISCN LEE LIBRARY. 

Sexton Blake had a more gene rou s attitude toward the l ady charac ters, in 
hi s observat i on to Ti nl<er • • • "When you reach my age, Tinl<er, you' 11 have ce ased 
to be sw;prised at anything a waran does, be she beau tiful or otherwise." (S .B,L. 
No. 319 "Moroccan Bazaar" . ) Certainly Blake didn ' t hate the opp:,site sex. But 
I have always maintained the arrival of the gir l s in the St. Frank's tales 

in j ected a fresh in terest and verve into thein . 
I will al so maintain the Charles Hamilton schoolgirls remained in the 

Victorian and Edwardian eras, while Brooks, creating the Moor View School many 
years later, was able to depict young ladies of that rericd when girls were 
shedding the image of Drawing RCXll\ etiquette. 

The year 1923, when the Moor View gir l s were inb::0d uced to the Nelson Lee 
readers, was a peridd alre.,,dy showing the l a st grey areas of a ..orld war and 
a new zest for living , And F.dwy s. Brooks faithfully described his new g i r J 
characters concomitant to the time , No doubt had Brooks st i ll been writing those 
stories tdday he would have featured the girls in the p::,p musical world, just 
to be topical • • • although I am glad this didn ' t happen l But I cannot understand 
my friend hating the girl cha.J:acters. I don ' t think I. rould. even hate the school 
cads at St . Frank ' s ••• they were a necessary adjunct to the best characters there . 

The St . Frank's junior Vivian Travers was i:eally -afraid of the Moor View 
girls . Normally an adventurous youth, Travers , always seemed to free2,e at the 
approach of these g irls and became bereft of speech; a not unC011IDJn phencrnenon 
among yo'Ung men. 1:t wasn ' t long after th,e caning of the Moor View girls that 
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friendships sprang up with the juniors, although the st. !~rank's seniors took 
no part in these friendships, for the girls had a definite age link to the juniors 
only . 

Brooks shaped his girl Characters brilliantly. In this he had the guidance 
of his wife, who would describe female attire and girlish attitudes. It may 
be surprising that these likeable young girls accctn_panied tll•~ juniors to faraway 
places where d.cmger was fo,:-ever present ••• but they were the undaunted, fearless 
type. 

we never got to know much about their school life E!XCept at intervals. 
There were 35 girls mentioned all together and the School was previously a rather 
rambling building and p:,ssessed only tv.'O floors. Being an old fashioned place 
the roans were not high. When the school became marooned during the flood the 
girls -were rescued by the St. Frank ' s juniors from the schoc,l roof . ( NLL March 
1927) , Unl i ke St. Frank ' s which was a. massive structure the M:ior View School 
was just an ordinary house. Luckily 1-rene Manners, the leading light of the 
school , had remembered her knowledge of M::>rse and the boys were made awar-e of 
their plight. This is a very exciting and thrilling FJ.ood series and is 
recarmended. After reading

1 
you may feel surprised it isn't raining when you 

venture out . 
In tllese turbulent tin ies it i s very pleasant to read l about young people 

who live clean lives and who are always fresh with vigour, In a further contri
bution I wil l detail IOC>re adventures of the Moor View School F<:>r Young Ladies. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Multi - media Blake . J3y Norman Wright 
PART ONE 

The popular ity of a ficti onal character ca n often be judged 
by the variety of media in which his or her exploits appear. Such 
notorious heroes as Robin Hood, Hereward the Wake: and Dick Turpin 
appealed to the masses largel y in days when mass communications 
were limited. Yet even then their adventures were told as exciting 
tales, sung as ballads and acted out on stage. 

When mass education precipitated an explosion of cheap fiction, 
new heroes supplemented, though never vanquished those lusty, semi 
mythical rogues. Like their predecessors only the robust survived. 
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A my riad of detect ives and doer s of dari ng deeds fell by t he waysi de, 

often after only a minu scu le of printer s ink had been spent on chron

iclin g their adventures. Such characte rs seldom had the ti me to 

per suade the worl d that they were good enough for anyt hing ot her 

than the pr inted page. 
Dickens knew the va lue of Ii fting h is char acte r s from th e pr int ed 

page. He gener ated fre sh int erest and inspired a new following 

when he tour ed th e co untr y giving dramati sed read ing s from hi s novels 

No char ac ter has had greater success across all the media of 

co mmuni ca ti ons than Sherlock Holmes . Pla ys, films by the dozen, 

radio adapt ations by th e hundr ed, co mic str ip adaptat ions , T. V. show; 

not to mention the pasti ches and send ups. 

Whi ch br ings us t o our own detective: - Sexton Blake . Within 

fo urt ee n years of hi s fir st exploit appearing in Lhe 'H alfpenny Marvel ' 

he appear ed on st age, imper sonated by one C. Douglas Car l is le. 

Lat er o th er pla ys were wr it ten , the most notable probab ly bein g 

that wr i tte n by Donald St ew art in 1930 enti t led simp ly 'Sex t on Blake' . 

Ste wart wa s to be respon si ble fo r tran sfering Blake to other media, 

but more of that late r. 
The fir st Blake film , 'The Cl ue of the Wax Vester ' was made 

in 19 14. Reader s of the ' Boys Fr ien d Librar y ' were told that ic 

wa s a thr i lling rnm conce rnin g Sex t on Blake and Yvonne. It was 

undoubtably popular, for within a year a second film, 'T he Mystery 

of th e Diam ond Belt' had been made. The story appeared in B.f .L 

numb er 302. Read ers wer e told that th e thrilling tal e of Blak e ver sus 

Plummer appeared by arrangem e nt with t he Ki nema tog r aph Tradi ng 

Company . (t seem s to me ra th er odd that the film was not based 

on an existing sto ry, th ere being such a wea l th of materia l to choose 

fr om. 
I doubt whethe r pr in ts of t hose very early Blake films survive . 

If th ey do it would be interesting to see the m scree ned at the 

Nat ional Fi lm Th eatre as par t of a season of early British detec tiv e 

f i l m s. 
In t he l ate l 920' s another batch of Sexton Blake film s wer e 

mad e and at lea st two of them were , unti I about ten yea rs ago, 

avai I able to col lecto r s on 8mm . The tit les in question wer e 'Sil ken 

Threads', sta rring Langhorn Bunton as Sexto n Bl ake, ( J 928) and 'Th e 

Clue of th e Second Gob let ' ( 1929). J re membe r my excitement at 

see in g th e fo rm er adver t ised in a film deal ers ca t alogue and my 

bitt er di sappo intm ent at th e ghastly quality of both prin t and ac tin g. 

'Th e C lue of the Seco nd Goble t' was a lit t le bette r · just a littl e. 
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Whatever the quality , the la te 1920's spawned six one reel 
Blake film s. Perhaps a little of their popularity was attributable 
to the Sexton Blake busts that some of the cinemas showing the 
films gave away. The famous and e lusive pla ste r bust s were designed 
by Eric Parker, his first venture into such modelling. He must 
have bee n plea sed with the re sult, for his daughter st ill retains one 
that her father kept in his stud y. 

The silent screen was not the ideal medium for the detective 
story. While such films as 'The Mark of Zorro', 'Intolerance' and 
'Tumbleweed s' can still be watched and enjoyed as masterpieces 
of the silent filmmakers., craft, the detective story, relying on 
subtlety rather than action, required dialogue> and few silent thrillers 
really succeeded. But sound was just around the corner and Sexton 
Blake was due to embrace it in all its forms. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE AND TINKER IN DRUGS DRAMA! 

By Ray Hopkins 

Tinker watched Sexton Blake with al.,mn and consternation as the Guvnor 
accepted a E2, 000 cheque as hush uoney fran a crooked sol.icitor. Ti.nkei:: is 
unaware that Sexton Blake has tasted and swallowed a minutB p:,rtion of a new 
Chin ese drug that is threatening to enslave England . rater when Blake orders 
Tinker to bring him th e drug , Tinker destroys it. 

The Department of Overseas Trade asked for Blake's help to locate a stolen 
oonsigrunent of several hundred tons they had confiscated off the Ori.na coast 
and was believed to be headed for England . Sexton Blake rea1izes that the drug 
oan numb one ' s rroral sense and destroy the judgement that kee!ps an honest person 
fr001 be ccming a law breaker . It had succeeded in doing this i:n his own case . 

Rep:,rts fran every p:,lice force in England warn Sexton Blake that, 
especially in th e Northwest , there was an alarmin g rise in pe!tty crime involving 
first offenders, especially prevalent in an "area towards Liveri:ool in the west, 
beyond Manchester eastward , south in to Cheshire, and north beyond Preston and 
BlacKburn" . Sexton Blake and Tinker travel north and n-eet ,a village p:,lioeman 
who tells them h.is wife has shop- li fted half a p:,und 0£ su<;,ar and their next
door neighbour has stolen a tea tc:r,,rel and half a dozen pegs from their clothes 
line . Both wanen take headache p:,wders for relief . 

The village policeman is one of the title chara cters in SBL 120 (3r d Ser.), 
Walter Tyrer ' s THE MYSTERY OF THREE DEM:>BBED MEN. The second they meet is a 
bargee who becaoes involved in transp:,rting unknowingly the missing drug 'Which 
has turned up in open waters near Liverpx>l aboard a small , unobtrusive car go 
steamer. The bargee delivers it by canal to the works whe!re a p:,p.ilar brand 
of headache p:,wder is manufactured. The third de!robbed man is the research 
chemist who has taken over the work.s when sales !ell. The addition of the drug 
to the headache remedy resulted in vastly i ncreased sales as wel,J. as a hu.ge rise 
in petty crime in the northwest of .Eng1.and. The three men bad all fought 
in ... 
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the China Sea, were known to each other imd had been demobbed the same day in 
Liverpool . The first two were entire l y i nnocent. 

'Ihe research chemist knew two Chi nese brothers, one in Hong Kong, the supplier 
of the drug, and one in Liverpool , the r eceiver and distributor . All three 
demobbed qien cane together in the finale. 

Tinker enlists the aid of the bargee who leads Sexton Blake ' s assistan t to 
the works where the drug was delivered . The village po ljcenan is roped in for 
heavy support. Meanwhile , Blake has analy!;;ed the contents of the headache po\,rjer 
after penetrating the deserted works at night. He is confronted by the research 
chemist, armed an d determined to kill. But the village po li ceman also has a gun ! 

Later, Sexton Blake refers to this ,;J.s an "unsatisfactory case because we 

never proved anything and never brought ,:1.11yone to trial". But the Police are 
able t o clear up a black spot in th e dii,trict with the arrest of th .e Chinaman 
in Li verpx,l . 

* ·* * * .• * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

My Favouri te Blonde By Esmond Kadish 

I confess it ~ Sanewhat shamefacedly, it is true, but, nonetheless , firmly, 
I admit that, in my youth, J had a very soft sp,t for "go lden-haired" Mabel Lynn . 

I suppose that this predilection for blonde young ladies started when I was 
about "four , and discovered Miss Kitty Elrown in the beach hut next door on 
Bournemouth sands, Kitty was very pre tty,, and the gr<:lwn-ups sai d that she was 
a "mannequin". ! didn't quite know what tlhat was, but i£ it meant that she woul d 
make a fuss of me, and sit me on her knee, when I todd led into the Browns I hut 
then I was all in favour, She ha d impeccable taste in small children . I thoughU 
Later, when I encountered the silver screEm , I experienced a weakness for fair 
haired minor actresses li ke Mary Carlisle.. (Mary "WHO?) Bin g Crosby an d I seem 
to have been the only two people who noticed Mary in the thirties . She appeared 
with him as his leading lady in at least rllree fi.1lns with me, never ! 
Miss Carlisle apart, I can also claim to be the only youth in the British Is l es 
who went to see "Three Smart Girls Grow Up" because of Nan Grey - another blon de ! 
- rather than Deanna Durbin . 

So it ' s hardly surprising that I shou ld fall for the fair "Mabs", Tr ue she 
never possessed the charisma of the other Cliff House characters who graced the 
p,.ges of the SCHOOLGIRL - the sturdy Clara, the imperturbable Jennirna., the 
flamboyant Diana. In fact, she w~s usu all y described as Babs' second in command, 
or her loyal lieutenant . She never appea r ed to min d this f aint praise herseLf, 
but there were ti.mes when I half \>./ished that she didn't always do what her chum 
suggested . Jus t once, I hoped, that she m:ight turn rmmd to her aston ish ed chum, 
and say, "Look here, Babs, old thing , don ' t you think it ' s time that ! organ i sed 
things for a bit, and you followed , instea1:3.?' But she never did ! Her name , too , 
seemed a bit old-fash,ioned:- "Mabel Elsie Lynn". Why I wondered, didn't "Hilda 
Ri ch ards" wrote a series disclosing that she was a lo ng-los t heiress, and give 
her a ne w, trendily - thirties name li ke "Carole" or "Jean ette ". Too much t o 
ask , I Suf'PC)se' 

Ma.bs was a dab hand , of course , a t anything to do with acting or impersonation 
and could make u,p as the spirit of Isis, a Japanese g ir 1 , or an elderly lady ·1 
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with equal facility . such occasions provided the only opportunities for being 
in the lirrelight. Generally , though, she ' s there to back up Babs - like Frank 
Nugent is to Harry Wharto n . Li ke Nugent too, she tends to show unexpected 
character when there's "a rift in the lute". In "The Gir.l Who came Between", 
she quarrels with Babs, and walks out of the play she is producing:- "so fierce 
was her attitude, so frightening , sanehowr the pas sion whicb flaired in her face, 
that the stupefied aud i ence gave way t o her" . 

Jt doesn ' t sound like the normally loyal , untemperamEmtal "Mabs", but it 
does make her seem =re human , 

Anyway, occasional temper tan trum or not , I still l ike you, Mabs ! 
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OUR 

BOOKSHELVES 
REVIEWS BY 

MARY CADOGAN 

CONAN DOYLE (Unwi n, £6.95) by Hesketh Pearson is a compellin g 

bi ograph y of t he creato r of Sher lock Holmes. It ori gi nally appeared 

in 1943. Thi s paperbac k reprint contains sever al pages of phot ograph s 

and colourfully conveys the fact that Doyle' s own life 'coul d r iva l 

hi s ficti on' . It was varied enough to take in whaling in the A rct ic, 

a medical practice in England, and, of cour se, adventures in to th e 

occult . As well as describing how some of Doyle' s charac t er s ca me 

int o (fictional) existence, thfa biography gi ves insights int o th e impact 

of seve ral public events . I t is a witty and moving por trait of the 

man who wrote: 
J have wrou ght my simple plan 
If I give one hour o f joy 
To th e boy who's half a man, 
Or the man who's half a boy. 

COMPTON MACKEN ZIE: A LIF E (Cha tt o, £16) by An dre Linkl at er is 

another gr ippin g biography to fe atur e a very popu lar novelis t for 

whom fact was ju st as viv id as any work of fiction. As weJJ as 

being a best-selling author, Compt o n Mackenzie was a master-spy 

with British Intelli gence during the first World War, a successf ul 

radio and television per sonalit y and the champi on of a mixed cl ut ch 

of cla uses, including Siamese cats and Scotish Nationalism'· for 

good measure, he was a chil d prodigy, and the brot her of actr ess 

Fay Comp t on. Hi s dram ati c and romant ic lifestyle comes forcef ull y 

across in this absorbing st udy. 
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THE OXFORD BOOK OF LITERARY ANECDOTES (Oxford, £4.95) 
edited by James Sutherland, is a bumper paperbac k contammg some 
five hundred anecdotes about writings and writers from the Venerable 
Bede to Lord Northcliffe, Edgar Wallace and P.G. Wodehouse. It 
is a lively swoop into 'over a thousand years of memoirs, 
reminis cences and letters' ~ an ideal bedsid e book. 

THE EVERYMAN BOOK Or THEA TRTCA L ANECDOTES (Dent, 
£14.95) rather naturally cove rs a shorter period of time, but is also 
wonderfully varied and amusing. T he selection has been made by 
the popular actor Donald Sinden, who seems well qualifi ed to pick 
out for us the plums fro m four hundred years of t heatrica l mishaps, 
marvel s and magi c . Many of us will find our favour ite actors and 
actresses featured. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * 
THE ERIC FAYNE COLUM N 

Recently I drew a ttentio n to the odd fact that the body in Agatha Christi e 's 
novel "The Body in the Library" was given the actual name C>f a real- l if e murder 
vic tim of a few years ear lier. 

1: have come upon an equally strange Christ i e curios i ty. 
Two young thugs, Bentle y and C.'ral g, were concerned together in a robbery, 

in real li fe , which res ul ted in the murder of a poli ce officer. Bentley, who 
was actu all y under arres t when the p:, li ceman was shot , was hanged for the murder. 
Craig, who actually pulled the trig9er of t..he murder weap:,n, got ·off with 
impr i sonment because he was onJ y 17 years o f age and too young fo r t."1e death 
pena l ty to be passed on h:l.rn. 

The case became a "cause celebre", being used in .arguments by abol i tiom.sts. 
1 r ecently read the Chr i st i e novel "Mrs. McGinty • s DEiad". The young man, 

sentenced to death for murder in the story , is named Bentley. There is frequent 
ment ion of an ea rli er murderer named Cra i g. The names ('.)f Crai g and Bentley 
f eature freq uentl y t hr oug hout t he enLi re nov el. 

1n the case of "Ba:ly i n the L1.brary" I mentioned that the use of the name 
Ruby Keene was not a coicidence. But the use of the names Crai g and Bentley 
in "Mrs. McGinty ' s Dead '' was a very defini t e and reniarkabl-e coincidence . The 
l:xlok was published i n 1952 . But t,'1e real life Craig and Bentley rrrurde r did not 
occur t ill the closing weeks of 1952 , months after the l:xlok was published . 

In passing, "Mrs . McGinty•s Dead" was made into a very poo r film undei: the 
t i tle "Murder Most Foul", with the story changed almost be,yond re cogni tion, and 
with Poi rot replaced by Miss Marple, played by a much miscast. Margaret Rutherford . 

* * * 
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Brave Beyond Belief F3y Tommy Keen 

Centuri.es ago , when I was a very young school.boy , I read a story of the boys 

of St. Jiro's . Nothing very remarkable in tllat , as at that time I had been an 

avid reader of the GEM and the MAGNFI' fo r at lea st a year or so , but I then 

obtai ned scree back numbers . The s to ry in one of th ese o l d GEMs affected me 

strangely , and althou gh in later life when schooldays were far behind , and thes e 

lo vely peri odi cals of my youth we.re no more , th e title of this one special story 

was alway s etch ed i n my merrory . The st ory waE ; ca lled '"l'he Pluck of Edgar Lawrence " 

As each decade pa ssed , Tan Mer ry & Co. and Harry Wharton & Co ., became more 

part of history , witil , with a jolt , in the mid 1970 s I became aware that people 

(at le ast certain peopl e) were still inter e:;ted in the good old GEM and MAGNET. 

tmnediately I became hook ed again , and , discovering that many of thes e ol d papers 

were still in exist en ce , I began to crave for the pleasur e of reading the Edgar 

Lawrence st ory once more . It took quite a tiroe to find that spec ial GEM, but 

fin d it I did, and nO'w it is a real treas ure, being the only original GEM I 

p::isses s . Reading it again s o many years la 1ter, I was still deeply rooved by th e 

theme of the story , even tho ugh smilin g wryll'• at the absolute nob ility and hero ism 

of Edgct.t: Lawrence . 
Lawr en ce was a member o f th e New House dt St . Jim ' s , his close friends being 

Dic k Redfern and w sl ie (),;en . Redfern , the acknowledged l eade r of the three , 

and a re ally splendid fellow , shows up , however , in a very bad light in th e story 

in question, turning caupletely against his chum Lawrence , through one of those 

awf ul misunderstandings which were forever crowing up (misunderstandings which 

he lped to rreke the GEM and MAGNET so popular) . Redfern is invit ed by hl s uncle 

in Cornwall to bring several of hi s friends to visit him for d week-end , but 

insi sting that he brings <Men and Lawrence. Seventeen boys go in all (there must 

ha ve be en p len ty of ac ccmrod ati on for such a crowd) , but the a t:mosIX1ere at t imes 

was far fran happy , owi ng to Redfern ' s fe ud with Lawrence . 

On a st:onn-tossed night , Redfern and Owen are in peril by the cliff s , with 

the sea lashing against their legs , and thE! tide becaning ominously nearer , but 

l uckily their cries for hel p ar e heard by Tan Merry & Co. who have dec ided to 

se arch for the missi ng boys . 
Own is miraculously hauled up the cliffs by a rope to safety, but then the 

rope breaks , with Dick Redfern still be low . Now for sheer heroism . Ellgar Iawrence 

rush es off in to the dar kness , borrows a boat . fran a conv enie ntly found fisherman , 

and takes off into th e rag ing sea . He .rran.ages to rea ch Redfern , \\ho clambe rs 

in to the boat, but then disaster ••• the boat collapses , and the tv.o boys are now 

at the mercy of the waves . Redfern , normally a champioo swiJmer, i s helples s , 

but Lawr ence , not such a s tron g s wimner , manages (with death st aring them in the 

fac e) to ge t them to the s hor e , an d of cou rs e , Tau Merry & co . are ther e , just 

at the right spot , to drag them to safe ty . In such turbulent waters , boots must 

have been an encumbrance , but , acco rding to the illustratio ns oo the cover of 

the GEM, Redfern is wearing an ove rcoa t. By the time he is struggling in the 

surg in g waters , however , the coat se ems to have vanished . 

Back a t the house , with Redfern fully r ecovered fran his ordeal , Lawrence 

is rush ed to bed , and death appears imninent , but (and probably at the Editor ' s 
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insistence , still having the death of Valance of Greyfriars in his mind), 
Lawrence is not allowed t o s lip away . Nurse Marie Rivers f ran st . J im ' s is 
sent for, and , with the hel p of her careful nursing , he reoove!t's. 

Sentimental yes, maybe even slightly norbid , as Lawrence ha s made an 
errotional farewell ' speech' to Redfern, but once again i t Wi3.S pr oved how br ave 
and noble our schoolboy heroes were. Actlldl ly, round about this i;:eriod in the 
MAGNET, there had been quite a run of dea ths, Clifford Stott (No. 788), Cuthbert 
Will esby (No. 805) , and Bobby Seven (No . 813) . So it was :':!!EY wise to retain 
Edgar Lawrence , although he never starred agai n . 

Cddly enough, i t is no t Martin Clifford I must thank for this story which 
meant so much to me, but I will be forever gratefu l to the gif ted , substit ute 
writer, George R. Sam.-lays, for penning the superb ''Pl uck of B:;lgar Lawrence". 

- - --

1 
Uwr•n c• w•e "0 t • •Lro ng , wi m mt1r , b ul fn t1,1t pr••e• , t c.ri •I• h• ti&<J ...,j),.. • lA •Tll " fll lr,• n hi• r;hunl, and h• mad•• 1-l I 
d~~per> a l • ef'to>'1 ,o N1toC.h .-.dl a rn . O rl f)o, ..,u fli tn ur'ldfH" lh• arm• 11.h• ha loJ uf ro up u nt i l• ~flw1t1••Jul billow carr 11d th em 

ta w ,:. ... o,- ,h~ ,i.t,or• , Wh•r• w !ll1"~ haA d·• wor• w• lt1."g \.o • • ~l tt ~em .. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
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LETTERS TO Tl-IE EDITRESS ! 

R. HIBBERT (Ross on Wye) With rngard to Mr. Bennett's query 
abou t the 'futuris tic aircraft' in the film THINGS TO COME, in and 
around 1936 I belonged to a model aeroplane club. Our planes were 
made of bal sa wood , covered with Japanese tissue and powered by 
elas tic. Most o f them were non-scale models and flew quite long 
distances . Every month we, the members, read THE AEROMODELLER 
a 6d monthly (still in existence, I think) which contained plans of 
the latest model plane designs. 

Sometime in 1936 or '37 THE AEROMODELLER contained 
a plan of the very futuristic aircraft in, which Raymond Massey arrives 
over War Lord Ralph Richardson's territory, stops a war which has 
dragged on for forty years, and announces that a new era of 'law 
and sanity' is about to begin •.• Whether or not the magazine still exists 
there is an AeromodeJler Plans Service which, so far as I know, deals 
in plans for solid scale models. Still, tf Mr. Bennett writes to them 
they might be able to dig out someth ing on THINGS TO COME planes. 
Their address is Argus Specialist P1Ublications Ltd., 9 Hall Road, 
Maylands Wood Estate, Heme! Hempstead, Hetts, HP2 7BH. 

DAVE HOBBS (Seattle, U.S.A.) I prefer to read, and re-read, the 
Digest by degrees, over several days, to prolong the enjoyment. 
I do like the insertion of illustrations from the old papers at the 
heading of articles... Delighted that you were able to obtain the 
Wakefield drawing. Years ago I always liked any Rookwood story 
illustrated by his father ••• 
Lavonne and I were pleased to discover the recipe for treacle-toffee .•. 
We cannot buy treacle in the U.S. - m least we've never found any ••• 
Anyway the Cliff House recipe is just the way f remember my mother 
and sisters making toffee, around 'The Fifth of November'... Can 
you actua lly buy old-style/taste black treacle in England? 

BARRIE . STARK (Plumpton Green) Might I suggest that the Magnet 
Editorials and Question and Answer !features could form a basis for 
an article - and maybe several articles •.• Similarly the sports features 
could be used - and maybe at leastt one article on the advert ise
ments. Nobody seems to own up to writing to an advertiser nor 
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that they were pleased to see their name in the Edlitoria ls. 
(Editor's note: We have received one very interesting article on 
the editoria ls, which we hope to publish very soon. ) 

ESMOND KADISH (Hendon) share father Francis 's liking for 
Jeanette MacDona ld! She had a se lf-mocking quality which was 
very appealing, and modern critics make too many cheap, underserved 
jibes at her film s. Lovely, enlarged Easter 'Dig:est ', full of good 
things! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CHUNKLEYS. By E. Baldock 

Ten whirring wheels , five pairs of driving legs, a sUJmier ' s day with the 
resultant cloud o f dust raised by the progress of such a cavalcade . Five 
fe llows, five very famous fe llo ws - the ' Famous Five ', no :less , car eerin g along 
Friardale Lane towards the Courtfield en route for Chuckleys E}nporil.Dllt and such 
a tea as on l y that establishment can provide in the whole of the quiet market 
town. It is Wednesday and a ' halfer ' with, s urpr ising ly enoug h , no cricket 
fixture , not even ' Nets '. Thus our lege ndary five are taking time off to sample 
the ' flesh-pots' of the town. 

·Chunkleys i t has been said - indeed it is th ei r pi::oud l:Dast, are able 
to pr oduce for you anything from an O'Ao cube to a canp lete suite of furniture 
toge th er with beds and curtains too, or a Chr istmas p uddin g in July , upon a 
moment's not i ce . Of esi:;eeiaI farre arid wide repute are their ' Tea-rooms '; the far e 
here must be sampled to be fully app re ciated . William George Bunter , a long 
time authority ir'1 thi s particular field, not infrequently bores his school
fellows with accolades upo n the s uperiority of Chunkleys fare . These praises 
are usually acccmp:mied by the request for a small loan - "Fiv e sh i 1ling!:i will 
do ol d chap, just unt il my Po sta l ord er a.r;r i ves you know" (tl;le Post Office being, 
as ever, exceedingly dilatory in mat ters of this kind). And Chunk l eys, a lthou gh 
large, is yet small enough t o insist up:,n instant payment for co mestibles 
consumed, and has been known u1:x:m occas ion - as the fat O,.,l can avow from 
experience - to be q>.1.ite unc i vi l to a gentleman, a Publi c School 'man' to boot, 
concerning petty si.uns outstanding . 

The Famous Five a re, however , a very diff eren t ' cup of: tea ' . At Chunkl eys 
they are rece<Jnised and a lwa ys wel come. They even have a favourite waitress 
who appears to take p lea s ur e in affording them preferent i al treat:Irent, i.e . a 
special table in the comer partia ll y concea..led from the vulgar gaze by the 
fronds o f a palm tree - th e real thing- in a l arge tub - rnuch to the chagrin , 
•.-;hen their paths cross, of Horace Coker and Co . (although Potte r and Gr een always 
appear l es s than eager to become invo lved i n a fracas than does their nob l e 
l.eader). . 

Many and varied are th .e japes which have been planned an d brought to the 
point of perfection in the shadow of this palm over the },ears . Nothing ever 
changes at Chunkleys. Many hig h teas have been consumed here during whic h tbe 
strateg i es of countless foo tball and cricke t matc hes have be•en determined . While 
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' our ' nice waitress is in constant attentioin , wi th fr es h p::>ts of tea in winter , 

or cooling drinks in surrrner. And should Billy Bunter, for whan Chunkleys repre

s ents a demi-paradise , have succ ee ded (as he usually doe s ) in ' latching on ' to 

the party , she brings a constant supply of fresh cakes , tarts , doughn uts , and 

fruit . 
This splendid and faithful service may, or may not , be connected with the 

shilling coin traditionally left concealed benea th Harry Wharton ' s plat e on 

le avin g . Bi lly Bunter has frequently and loudly ~ deplored this cus tan of ' tipping ' 

"It should be enough , that she is being of service to gentlemen you fellows , •• " 

is the te nor of h i s views on the subject ·· for which incidentally, he has been 

repeatedly kicked in the past . Not in th!: public eye at Chunkleys of course , 

but later , in certain re tired surroundings f.a.r from the publ:ic gaz e ; sad to r ela te 

such lickings have had no apprec i able eff ect ! 

Chunkleys has al ways been a focal point (o r th e Greyfr iar s ' fe) lows when 

i.n Courtfield . Upon r are occasions Mr . Quelch rel axes there fran a shopping 

expedition . (Fran masters do fra11 time to time engage in such mundane act ivi ties) . 

His features are unusua l ly re l axed as he s w:vey s the anilMted sce ne . A fe w smal l 

parcel:: ( the results of his ex pedition) and hi s Homburg hat are placed on the 

chair beside him , while hi s walkin g stick st.cmds i n the comer . Here is Mr . Quelch 

in his un official capa city - a pri vate gemtleman . The notorio us 'g iml et ey e ' 

is a little so ften ed , the acidity o f his fe!dtur es a degree less obvious . In fac1: 

he is postively gallant to ' our ' waitress , exuding quite an old world charm as 

she enqui r es "Will there be anything els e si r ?" . At such time s he has been known 

to bestow upon her one of his very r are and frosty smiles - a privilege indeed . 

It -..ould be an intriguing and revealing exercise to analyse the young lady's 

react io ns fol1C7;li1lg the r ece ipt of such a canplirnent. A smile, be it ever so 

frosty , f rom the Remove master .is a phenomenon of no small .rari t y. No, there 

is nothing more - but an exceedingly libe ral ' tip ' , left upon the table for her 

when he departs , is a sure tok en of his est~:!l!l . 

On the whole Gre yfriars ' stock ' is high at Chunkleys emporium i,f one ex ce pts 

certain inc iden ts involving Billy Bunter , and disturbances ( unfortunately there 

have been several in the past) by Horace Coker which, happily , have been smoothed 

over to the sa tisfacti on of the management , 1\1::>w good relations are the genera l 

rule when Greyfriars ' caps are in the offi ng . If one may quote ' our ' waitress 

on the subject - "They are nice boys - all o:f them . " What rrore would you have? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
It he lps the C.D. if read ers 

adver t ise thei r WANTS and FOR 
SAL E book and st ory-pap er it e ms, 
etc. in it. T he rat es ar e 4p per 
word ; a boxed, displaye d ad. costs 
£20.00 for a who le page, £10 for 
a ha lf page or £5 for a quart er 
pa ge. 

* * * 
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No. 245. DOUBLE, DOUBLE, TOIL & TROUBLE: 

By Eric Fayne 

We all know that Charles Hamilton repeated a great man y 
of his themes, often transferring a certain plot from one of his 
fictional schools to another. With a man who wrote so much, repe
tition was inevitable . Normally, how ever , there was a gap of some 
yea rs before a subj.ect was re-hashed. In that time a new generation 
of readers had come on t he scene, and it was w only a handful 
of the ''ever faithful" that the theme was familiar. 

But in 3 weeks of May 1937 an identical basic theme was 
being given an airing at the same time in two !Hamilton schools 
in two separate papers - the Gem and the Modern Boy. So we 
have one of those anomalies which are so fascinating and, ofte n, 
inex pl icable for th e student of the work of Hamilton and for the 
researcher into the vagaries of our much loved old papers . 

"Martin Cl ifford'' in the Gem told the story, in a 3-story series, 
of Mr. Brandreth, a millionaire, an old friend of Tom Merry's father, 
who made Tom Merry his heir, providing the heir proved worthy. 
Should Tom Merry be disgraced, the heir would be a distant relat i ve 
named Goring . Goring came across a boy named Clavering who 
was Tom Merry 's double in appearance. 

The real Tom Merry is kidnapped; the false Tom Merry slips 
into St. J im's in his place, and sets about disgracing himself so 
that as Tom Merry, he may be expelled . Once he is expel led, the 
false Tom Merr y will di sappear, and the real Tom Merry will even
tually be set free to tell his incr ed ible story which nobody will 
believe . 

"Char les Hamilton" in Modern Boy told the s,tory of Tunstall, 
a Fifth-former, who is his grandfather 1s hei r, providing he is a 
worthy heir. Should he prove unworthy, the heir will become a 
distant cousin named Varney. 
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Tunstall has to leave a Yorkshire school owing to the plotting 

of Varney who is at the same schoo l. Tunst all is wangl ed int o 

Oakshott School in the south . But Tun stall is kidnapped, and Varney, 

who is "like Tun s ta 11 in appearance '\ turns up at Oakshot t in th e 

name of Tunstall, and sets about trying hard to get hims el f ex pelled. 

Un luc kil y for him, another f ifth- fo rm er at Oak shott is Len Lex, 

the boy detective. 
In Ma y 1937, r eader s of both th e Gem and Modern Boy must 

have been astounded to find the same plot being served up at exactly 

the same time in both paper s. 

Clearly there must have been a lapse of some sort on th e 

management side of these papers - and espec iall y with Modern Boy. 

Who wa s to blame? Was it the editor, or was i t th e author? I 

tend to the view that Hami lto n Mmself was t he most culpabl e. 

He knew - he must have known - th.at he had used th e plot befor e 

in the Gem . He knew th at his early Gem sto r ies were being reprinted 

in the Gem. 
The Tom Merry' s Double seri es had ori ginal ly appeared in th e 

Gem in April 1914. An additional odd it y is th at , in the reprint s, 

th e series was publi shed long out o,f sequence . It was held over 

for the best part of a year; then it turned up in the Gem in May 

1937 at th e same time as the t heme was re -hashed in the Len Le x 

series in Modern Boy. 
Wa s there some purp ose behind thi s remarkable piece of edit ori al 

t hinking? Or did it all happen by chanc e? If it was intent ional, 

the rea son is obscure . 
Which was th e better of the se two seri es? 

The Oakshott series was by far the more credible . Tun stall 

was unkn own at Oaksh ot t. Hi s cous in, Varney, was like him in 

appearance. The fal se Tun st al I arrived at the beginning of term, 

and join ed schoolfellow s and staff who djd not know him. 

Th e Tom Merry 's Double seri es was quite incredible. It was 

beyond belief that some boy, unr elat ed to Tom Merry, would be 

an identical twin in appearance. It was beyo nd relief that Clavering, 

posing as Tom Merry , could join the school in the middle of term, 

taking part in class work, being an Intimate member of the Terrible 

Three, and acting as junior captain of sports as he had always done, 

without the imposture being discovered wit hin an hour . 

But, in act ual fact, th e Gem ser ies was by far the better of 

the tw o. Boy reader s - and plenty of adult reader s as well - do 

not bother much about the credibility of a plot, if a story is wel l -
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written . A nd the Tom Merry series is finely written, well 
bala nced, and t he suspense work up to a great climax. Another 
factor was the affection that readers had for Tom Merry , while 
nobody cared a lot what happened to the untfor tu nate Tunstall 
in Modern Boy. 

A minor detail is that t he Modern Boy series had an anti 
c l imax in a comedy chapter with Pie of Oakshot1t, a chapter which 
seems t o have been tacked on as padd ing. 

The Tom Merry series was one of my big favourite s of the 
blue Gem . Odd ly enough it was a sadly neglected seri es. It 
never appeared in the S.O. L., even though, on a number of 
occasions, they had to fall back on sub ser ies for that monthl y. 
I cannot tra ce that it ever appeare d in the Penny Popul ar or 
in the later Popular . Thi s was rem ark able , real ly , for some tales 
were re-printed more than once in the Penny Pop and its successor. 

The on ly reprioting of this Doubles series, so fa r as I can 
trace; was in this 1973 reprint ing in th e Gem , at a time when 
the stories then selec ted were being marr ed by exc essive pruning . 
Even so, it still retain s much of its suspense and ove rall charm 
in 1937. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CUFF HOUS E CO RNER By Margery Wood s 

l<een readers of the storypapers soon beg i' ri to recognise the familiar 
situations t urnin g up ye t. aga i n in new q-i.ise , and whil e each story seems 
diffei:-en t at first glance a judicial paring away of top aressing revP.aJ.s the 
same carmon denomi nat or of the basic emotions tha t notivate human action and 
fonn the essential substance of fic tio n wit h a gr ip . While the favourite 
situations could be related to a small gr,oup of basic themes , e . g . A shadow 
from the past , The iropos ter/ure , Rivalry, Banishment , and so on, all of whic h 
apply to any fictiona l genre, they l ent themse l ves with great success to the 
wor ld of the school. One in _particular was the siege syndrome, or barricade, 
isola ti on , or beleagerme nt , which used to JXlP up every so often . 

rn N£'W RULE AT CLIFF HOUSE th is them e was turnea in on it se lf by removing 
most of the teaching staf f a nd leaving the g i rls, the Pourth i n i:erticu l ar , 
a t the mercy of one of Hil da Richards' most unpleasant ind i viduals. 
Mis s Primrose and sta ff had managed to ge t themselves quarantined at a ne i gh
bouring school during an outbreak of scarlet £ev'er . Sir Willis Greg ory, the 
pompo1,1s, i;:eppery head of t he boar d of governors, who has long held firm views 
of his own regarding the education of schoolgirls , seizes this opportunity 
to nove into the schoo l and put a few of his theories in t :o practice, (The re ' s 
a lovely surnning-up line about Si r Willis ••• "Sir Willis ' s views about girls 
as a whole were founded upon a vast in experience of \.,ianen in general" • •• which 
tells us all we need to know ab::,ut the unlikely outcare of· his administration . l 
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Only t\oO mistres se s 

remain a t the school , 

Miss Charmant, the Fourth ' s 

popular young mistress , and 

a junior teacher , Miss Belling 

Sir Willis borrows two masters 

fran Friarda le School and 

appoints one of them, Shaw 

Dennis , as co-head with 

Valerie Charrrant, she to 

be r es pon sible for disc i pline , 

he for curriculem . 
At first Clilf House 

was de lighted. All was new, 

differ ent. But not for long . 

Babs and co. soon noticed 

that their bel oved form 

mistress was anything but 

happy ; they also began to 

realise that the cool , good.

looking Mr. Dennis was not 

quite so knowledgeable a 

teacher as he sould be . 

Very soon ther e is open 

enmity, and the secnnd theme

- -th e shadow of th e pa st -

- -is interwoven . 
Valerie Cl1arman t was 

an ado pt ed child , much loved 

by her foster pa.rents but 

hated and envied by her ol de r 

cousin Shaw, the neph ew of her foster pa re nts . After being expe lled fran his 

school and stealing !ran his uncle he WcLS banished from the Charmant hane to 

make his own way in the world . Now he was back, t o seek revenge on the girl 

he believed had displaced hi m in his uncl e ' s and aunt ' s aff ection . All the se ed s 

of cx,nflict are sown and th e entire f enn forgets its rrGre trivial inner 

di f ferences as i t unites in defence of Miss Channant . Barrages of ra pid -fire 

questions fran th e girls in clas s, and craftily wron g answers fran them make 

a hilarious scene whi ch fully substantiates the girls ' su sp ic io ns; Shaw Dennis 

knO',o/5 little aoout teaching. 

Rosa Rodworth plays an important role in this great ser ies , and for once 

~e in th e ir heart really worries whim Rosa ' s conscience becanes a litt le 

nore deaf than usual after she finds Shc1w Dennis ' s passport and discover s sh e 

in deed has a weap::n with which to wage heir own spot of noral blackmail . Bess ie 

posts the wrong letter , Jemima adds her own special intelligen ce to the plot , 

and th e net begins to close in on the Cliff House tyrant \vhen Marcelle Biquet ' s 

brother Al.i;nonse cx:.ues to England in search 0£ a thief . But before the tan gl e 
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is worked out a great deal of heartbreak befalls Valerie Olarmant. 
A study of this series would be well ..orth while to any researcher into 

the craft of fiction. For this story pivots on one of th•= cleverest ploys for 
engaging the reader's sympathy, a ploy with which a skilful author can rMintain 
suspense throughout. Try to borrow a copy , and see how Babs and co. are caught 
in the author ' s cr:aft. They long to rid Cliff Hous.e of Shaw Dennis to help 
their form mistress , but ti.me and again they have to su.trlue their rebellion 
because they will simply bring more harm to her. Shaw Dermis is a dangerously 
manipulative character, exploit i ng the girls ' rebellious ins tincts, the pomp:>us 
self-impQrtance of Sir Willis , and the vulnerability of the W'.Jl1lan he hates so 
much. There is cruelty in this character, even a trace of sadism not often 
found in the $t0rypapers, not the kind i n the storybook adventure sense, as 
in the stock type incident where the chums and Marcelle~' s brother are left 
deliberately trapped underground by Dennis, but in the she,: r rrental persec1,1tion 
which runs through this series. 

This series has all the strength of John Wheway's e,arJ.ier writing , when 
he was bringing Cliff House back: to greater popularity t:ban ever before, but 
I hesitate to attriliute it to him without being absolutely certain of the 
writer ' s identity . Certainly , for me, it was one of the best Cliff Flouse series 
every written . 

(E'ditor ' s note: Perhaps Bill Lofts and Derek Adley , or other Cliff House fans 
can tell us if Wheway was indeed the writer of tti i s excellEmt seri es - and when 
it first appeared in the weeklies?) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS OF 'THE OLD BOYS BOOK 1:LUBS j 
~I ,:. ·-·· , ..... 

,· .. ._·, 
.···~ 

'-~~~~~....:. · ·~~~-·~1.~:-tt,;~t 

MIDLAND O.B.B.C. 

Only seven members were pnisent at the April meeting, ·which is discouraging 
for those few who invariably tun:i up and do rrost of the Club ' s ..ork. Acting 
Chairman Ivan Webster read out the sad news that Brian Fahey had died of a heart 
attack , and great sympathy was expressed. 

After the formal reading an d approval of the minute:5, Ivan webster read 
a chapter from COKER THE REBEL, a Howard Baker volume, about a feu d between 
Coker and Walker . 

The eatables were provided by Betty Hopton. Ivan for9ot his electric plug 
so some of us had co l d milk instead of tea or coffee . Then followed a quiz , 
rMinly an Rookwood , with the pr iz.e of the Museum Press ' s Rookwood volume won 



Page 30 

by Ivan Webster, and consolation prizes of past C. D. s to other members . Then 

another reading about COker and Walker was given . 

We meet again CKl 19th May, in order to avoid holidays . 
JACI< BELLFIEID 

LONDON O.B.B .C. 

Including the Harper family of five , a . total of twenty-five members and 

frien ds enjoyed a happy ti.ma at the club ' s May ireeting at the Loughton rendezvous . 

Norman Wright in the Chair welcaned new mernbar Alan Knight, a keen Hamiltonian . 

copies were available of the Fa.ling Gazette mentioning the Hamilton exhibition 

at F.a.ling College , arranged by Stephen Goddard and Bill Bradford . In a talk 

on Charles Hamilton , Roger Jenkins elucidated facts which never appeared in the 

famous author ' s Autobiography . 

Christ Harper ' s Choice of three Dese rt Island books canprised George E. 

Rochester • s The Black Squadron , captain Charles Gil son ' s The Mystery of Ah Jim , 

and The Adventures of Jack-A -Lant ern by S . Walkey . His talk was followed by 

Duncan Harper ' s reading fran Murder Canes Calling, in the last series of S . B.L. 

Don Webster oonducted a quiz based on characters from Magnet , Gem and Nelson 

Lee . Alan Stewart \\On, Mary Cadogan came second , with Roger Jenkins in third 

place. 
Because o f Betty Lawrence ' s indisposition , the June 14th meeting will be 

held at the Walthamstow venue . Bet ty ' s thank s to all those who had written to 

her at the hospital wer e r ead out. Votes of thanks were accorded to the hospi 

able Harper family . 
BEN WRITER 

NORTHERN O.B.B. C. 

We had thirteen members a t our meet in g on 9th May, and were delighted to 

welca:ne Catherine Humphry , a local libra rian , as an Associate Member. David 

Bradley reported on developnen ts concernin g the W.E. J{)ffillS MEEI'ING planned for 

October in Nottingham. 'B iggles , the film , is now available on videocassette . 

Darrell Swift reported on the s uccess o f t he April WILLIAM MEEITNG at Banbury . 

Of the 39 peopl e present, 5 were from the Nert.hem , and two from the Midland 

o . B. B. c . s . Paul Galvin , who had now obtained the Club library from Mollie 

A.llison , explained that thi s was much larg e r than envisaged , and he was now in 

the process of cataloguing it . 

Arthur Fortune played part of the 1981 radio broadcast ' Portrai t of 

Greyfriars '. After refreshmen ts, Margaret Atkinson presented a beautifully pre 

pared quiz on hol:.by related and sane general knowledge item5. David Bradley 

was the winner. Keith Atkinson then presented a trost ingenious item . Reading 

the ch apter ' On Habits' from the book WINDFALLS , he explained that we all have 

habits of sane kind. He then related thes e to the Magnet story concerning Harry 

Wharton• s habit of funi:>ling with his jacket button . Excerpts from the .book, 

arrl the Magnet, brought to us a novel and ori;rinal there. Keith was given a hearty 

ro und of applause for his presentation - and in aclii tion that very day was his 

birthday ! 
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Our Club Dinner is at 8.00 p.m. on saturday, 27th June. Details of this 
and the Club Prograrrrne for the rest of this year ~y be obtained £ran our 
Secretary, Revd. Geoffre y good, Thornes Vicarage, Wakefield , West Yorkshire. 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR. 
CAMBRIDGE CLUB 

Our May 1987 meeting took place at the Northampton h::rne of Howard Corn; 
with the hospitality of both lunch and tea being provided by Howard and 8andra 
Corn, and Paul Wilkins . Following on from his talk to the Club in November 1986 
on another BBC-serial AND Eagle character, 'PC 49' , Howard delivered a 
cc:mprehensi ve audio-visual treatise on Charles Chi l ton's 'RLders of the Range', 
showing that this was a rrost skilful blend of Western facii: and fiction. Je ff 
Arnold and his 6T6 Ranch cowboy colleagues chalked up an audience of listeners 
and readers fo r well over a dozen years. 

Bill Lofts then delivered a talk on 'Titles', which amply derronstrated their 
choice, thei r real rreaning, and how th ey are designed to sell conics and magazines. 

Paul Wilkins then gave a very subtle quiz on the TV shows of the 50' s and 
60 ' s. The meeting concluded with a sincere vote of thanks to our hosts. 
(N.B. Both of Howard's Eagle character and story analyses are in print in the 
Eagle-enthusiasts fanzines, 'Eag ler ' and its recent successor" Eagl e Days'. ) 

ADRIAN PERKINS 

SCXTI'H WEST CLUB, 

On Sund ay , 26th April, members met at the home of Tim salisbury for the 
first of two ·meetings in 1987. 

We listened with interest to Bill Loft ' s talk on Dick Turpin and this was 
illustrated by Mac who passed round copies of the stories f'rc:m his collection. 
After a de l icious tea and ge neral chat we settled down to resume the meeting, 
with Bill g i ving another very en jo yable talk on 'Greyfri ars on ho li da y', afte r 
which we were asked our preferences of favour i te series . The three that came 
out top were the Egyptian, China and India ser ies. 

To end the meeting Terry J ones described how his reading of the Magnet and 
Gem had influenced him over th e years. We now l ook forward to our Autumn rneeting. 

TIM SALISBURY 

REVIEW BY ERIC FAYNE 

"THE GREYFRIARS SUFFRAGErl'E" Frank Richards. 
(Howard Baker Special Club Volume £18 .00) 

This is a gorgeous volume . I t is also a volume of some p::>i gnancy, 
conta ining as it does the last few Greyfriars stories writte n befo re the start 
of the Great War, after which nothing would eve r be the same again. 

The volume compr i ses five consecutive Rea Magnets, one of which i s the 
SUJltl\er Double Number (with a typic a l Doubl e Number cover from the artist Philip 
Hayward), fran the whole of Augus t 1914. The war had, of co urse , started by 
the time that rrost of the i ssues were in the shops. In fact, the fin al i ssue 
of the book announces tha t next week will be the Special War Iss ue of the Magnet. 
Not yet was the re anyth in g but gl ory in War . 
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The open i ng story "The Match with St. J im ' s " is one of the best in the book . 

The Renov e has a fixture on the cricket fiel d due with St . Jim ' s. Temple & Co. 

of the Fourth steal the fixt ur e by getting the re al team shan ghaied by a bogus 

driver in a motor ooac h . And with Har ry Wharton & Co. out of th e way , Temple 

& co . step into the vacancy and set off t o steal the match with St . Jim ' s. This 

is th e famous story where the Bounde r di gs a pe nknif e into the neck of the coach

dri ver to canpel him to stop. A high lig ht of later Red Magnet days . 

The next s tory "Se lf-COndemn ed " is high melodrama with a capi tal "M" . Lyce um 

at it s best. Dicky Nugent ge ts in to trouble with Ponsonby of High clif fe - and 

it ' s the type of troub l e which aro uses fury .rathe r than sympathy in br oth e r 

Frank ' s boson . Di cky gets a sev ere th rash ing from Frank - and Frank find s himself 

condemned , not only by the Head of Greyfr i a.rs , but al so by his own chums . 

Excellent drama . Wun Lung , complete with pigta il and fl awing robes , plays a 

substanti a l i:art in sorti ng thi ng s out . 
Then canes the Surmer D::>uble Number. In a way, rrore lik e an early edition 

of "Pluck" or "Marvel " , with two other long c an plete advent ur e tale s and a serial 

appearing with the Greyf r iars story. "Harry Wharto n & Co ' s Holiday" i s a curi ous 

inconspquential aff air . Not really a story at all . t>br e li ke a ser ies of reports 

on various crick et matches which the Greyfriars Chl.DllS pla yed during their sumer 

vacation . Yet oddly captivating and plea sa nt all the way thr ough . There would 

never be a "story " quite lik e i t again in the Magnet . 

"Wild Wcrnen at Greyfriars" comes next - a real period piece . A bevy of 

suffragettes descends on Greyfr iars , and the result is hilario us . Charles 

Hamilton ne ver saw the s uffra ge tt es as anything but f igures of f un . Ladi es with 

an aim in view , and an i ron determinat ion , perhaps a lit tle li ke th e Greenham 

Camon ladie s of rocde.rn times , except that the clothes ar e different . But the 

s uff raget t es at Gr eyfriars develop into a fr~ntic affair . 

Last of al l canes "Coker ' s Conquest" , an above standard Coker story . Coker 

as a ladi es ' man, even be ing reformed sufficiently to wear a topper on occasion . 

The young lady of his choi ce is guarded by a severe aun t , so Coker has to seek 

the aid o f, of a ll peop l e , Billy Bunter . And the result is a disaster for Coker . 

All lo vely st uff . A gorgeous volume, as we sa id earlier . And bound to 

match the qu alit y of th ose who really care. 
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